          


Course Syllabus Summer 2010
	Course Name:
	Independent Studies: Costa Rica Field Course

	Course Number:
	ANTR3905 E

	Year and Term:
	Summer 2010


Faculty Contact Information
	Professor
	Dr. Kymberley A Snarr

	Office
	n/a

	Phone
	n/a

	Email
	ksnarr@georgianc.on.ca

	Office Hours
	Contact via email


Students are invited to send an e-mail message for the quickest response. You can book an individual, confidential appointment to meet with me in person by sending an e-mail request
Course Description
This course gives the opportunity for qualified students to conduct special studies related to applied anthropology topics in a field setting.  Projects could include topics on marine turtle nesting and community conservation, local use and sustainable use of natural resources, primatological research, poaching and conservation management, and other applied relevant topics. The student’s program will be supervised by Dr. Kymberley A Snarr, Laurentian University, Georgian Campus.  The course will consist of approximately twenty  days of field work at a Canadian managed biological station on the northeast coast of Costa Rica.  Project development, design, and research prior to the course will take place in the online environment with data collection and refinement of projects taking place in the field.  A final project report is deliverable to the managing non-government organization, the Canadian Organization for Tropical Education and Rainforest Conservation and other stakeholders, and will involve work in the online environment after field time. Prerequisite: permission of the department. (tut 1, sem 1, exp 1) cr 6
Required Textbook

RequReqText(s)
Course Schedule 
	Week
	Topic/ Content
	Activity
	Assessment

	Week 1-3
	Preliminary project work up and team assignments
	Work in the online environment
	Short paper/annotated bibliography on assigned topic (10%),

DF involvement (15%)

	Week 3-6
	In-field data collection, CPBS, Costa Rica
	Data collection at CPBS, assisting in all aspects of research programs
	In field data collection and engagement in all aspects of research project (30%)

	Week 7-10
	Final Report development online
	Work in the online environment
	DF involvement (15%),

Delivery of final report including ppt presentation (30%)


Course Grading / Mark Allocation

Short paper and annotated bibliography on assigned topic
10%
Discussion forum engagement




30%

In-field engagement and data collection



30%

Final Report as a deliverable to NGO and MINEAT

30%

Please check your final grades on Laurentian Web Advisor at www.laurentian.ca with your Laurentian student number.
Instructions for Term Projects, Papers, etc.

The short paper will allow each student to carry out research and write up a formal paper based on that specific research.  The short paper topic will revolve around one aspect of the formal research project the student will be involved intimately in at CPBS.  Length and requirements will be announced in class.

For three weeks before and after time in the field, students are required to be engaged and working in the discussion forums in the online environment with minimal engagement set at two times weekly.  The online work will be asynchronous. 
Discuss Forum Etiquette:  In discussion forums, remember to think, discuss, and debate from a multitude of perspectives.  Both the instructor and the student will use language that is scholarly and professional.

Express yourself clearly, accurately, and in an intellectual rather than in a personal fashion.  Discussion forums are designed for you to ask questions and gain further knowledge.  Remember to reason intelligently with the instructor and other students.  As the study of environmental management is a broad field and is continually evolving, please feel free to give your view or interpretation based on your own experiences.

Develop awareness of your own ethnocentrism and make conscious efforts to ameliorate it.  Keep in mind that the course materials will come from a wide cross-section of fields of study and may use jargon that is not familiar to you.  Seek to understand the subtleties of these new terms to gain a deeper understanding of the material being presented.  Please ask about concepts or terms that you do not understand.

Remember, if you have a question, it is likely someone else has the same question. Also, be conscious of the language you use when you speak about race, ethnicity, and gender.  And be careful to avoid any bigoted or exclusive language.

Students who express themselves inappropriately or attack others personally in the discussion forums will lose their points for participation, and possibly their privilege to continue.  Most students are considerate and respectful of others, but every now and then, someone is abusive and it ruins the experience for everyone. 

In-field data collection: Students will be involved in one main project, collecting data in a consistent and engaged manner.  As well, students are expected to aid others in their projects where appropriate, and to be active in all research programs at CPBS to learn in-depth the challenges and rewards of field research.
Final report: A single final report and matching power-point presentation is due for each major project carried out.  This group effort will involve a formal report which supplies data in print and electronic form, and a formal write-up deliverable to the managing NGO, COTERC, and its main local partner, MINEAT.   A Spanish translation is required and if language skills are lacking, a translational program or the volunteer translational services of COTERC will be utilized. The power-point presentation will be utilized to inform the others in the group of final results, for faculty at LU (both campuses), and for future field course information. 
Course Policies
General:
As the field work is in a rural area in a developing nation, students must visit their regular doctor and/or a travel clinic to receive an up-to-date tetanus vaccination, all other required vaccinations, and preventative medications needed for the field work.  Each student must bring a notation from their doctor informing the instructor this has taken place. 
As well, travel and medical insurance must be purchased by each student and details of the policy number, company, and contact information from Costa Rica supplied to the instructor.  

Students are expected to be courteous, helpful, and act responsibly at all times while travelling in Costa Rica as they are representatives of Laurentian University and Canada at large.  Use of illegal drugs will not be tolerated and students will be asked to leave immediately.  
Attendance: 
Students are expected to participate for three weeks in the discussion forums ahead of the field time (project formulation and team building) and for three weeks after the field time to complete full reports as part of the course requirement.  

There is an expectation for all students to be actively engaged and checking postings, responding, and contributing to the continuation of the various discussion forums and threads at least every other day for three weeks ahead and after the field time. 

Field course engagement: Each day during the time in the field, students are expected to be working on data collection and all activities as requested by the field station to ensure optimal learning opportunities. 
Rights and Responsibilities:

http://www.laurentian.ca/Laurentian/Home/Departments/Student+Affairs/Policies+and+Information.htm?Laurentian_Lang=en-CA 

Please see this site in regards to student rights. The student’s rights in the academic, human and legal arenas are important in ensuring a smooth path to his or her success. The student must not let anyone diminish the value of his or her achievements by taking unfair advantage. The student should not accept any academic dishonesty or actions that diminish the dignity of students or staff, however they occur.
Students are responsible for conducting themselves in a manner that brings credit to themselves and the College community. The responsibilities can be summed up in the following attendance statements and eight cardinal rules, paraphrased and taken from Rutgers University website http://cat.rutgers.edu/integrity/student.html 

Academic Misconduct: 
In any academic activity at the College, students are responsible and accountable for academic integrity. Academic misconduct will be disciplined according to the severity of the offence. Those who are found to have repeated offences will be progressively disciplined.

In addition to the areas of academic misconduct outlined in this section, offences involving civil or criminal law involving academic work or materials are subject to penalties under this procedure. Students should also be aware that other types of misconduct may be dealt with by the College under other procedures such as the Code of Conduct procedure, the Information Technology Acceptable Use procedure, the Ontario Human Rights Code or the Criminal Code of Canada.
Academic Appeals:

Decisions made in academic situations are based on law, education regulations, college policy and administrative directives. Those decisions that are subject to appeal are stated as such and the process for appeal is outlined. Where the opportunity for appeal is not explicitly stated, no appeal is possible under these policies and procedures. Students, however, may reasonably request a review of records to check for and redress the effects of a possible clerical error.
Neotropical Companion, 2nd edition, by J Kricher (1999), ISBN0-691-00974-0





Other readings will be assigned and research will involve pdfs, ensure to have adobe reader. 








