
The Interdisciplinary Humanities MA in Interpretation and Values  

Presents a lecture of the 2009-11 Colloquium Series exploring  

“TECHNOLOGIES OF LITERACY AND PUBLIC IMAGINATION” 

 

Architectures of the Book: The Materiality of Digital Reading 

With Alan Galey  
Alan Galey is Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Information at the University of Toronto, where he also teaches in the graduate 
program in Book History and Print Culture. His research focuses on intersections between textual scholarship and digital 
technologies, especially in the context of theories of the archive and the history of scholarly editing. He is the author of articles 
appearing in Shakespeare Quarterly, Literary and Linguistic Computing, and College Literature, and he is currently co-editing a 
volume of essays titled Shakespeare, the Bible, and the History of the Material Book: Contested Scriptures (with Travis DeCook, 
forthcoming from Routledge). 
  
Abstract 
A challenge facing the humanities today is to connect the study of the history of books and reading with their emerging future, and 
to do so without limiting ourselves to observation and prognostication. One response to that challenge is to connect the traditional 
strengths of historical and textual scholarship to the designing and prototyping of new kinds of digital books and reading 
environments. The Implementing New Knowledge Environments (INKE) project was brought together to rethink what the book can 
become in a digital environment, to pursue that thinking in a broadly interdisciplinary intellectual network, and to implement that 
thinking in prototypes to be shared on an open-source basis with the public. This  presentation will provide an overview of INKE in 
relation to questions facing the humanities in general, such as our role in the design of new technologies, and the historical links 
between materiality, technology, and the cultural imagination. 

 

Tuesday, October 12, 2010 at 4:30-6 pm  

Senate Room, 11th Floor, Parker Building, Laurentian University 

A reception will follow 

For more information, please contact Dr. Mrinalini Greedharry, Assistant Professor, Department of 
English, at mgreedharry@laurentian.ca or Francine Arsenault at 675-1151 ext. 4352. Admission is free 
and everyone is welcome to all of the lectures. Please refer to our website 
www.laurentian.ca/mahumanities for details on these events. 
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